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Assuggested by itstitle, this booklet examinesthe correlation between the holy feast days of the Children of
Israel (Leviticus 23) and the visions of the Apostle John on theidland of Patmos. Could it be that within the
symbology of the ancient feast days lies a key that unlocks some of the hidden secrets of a book that for
centuries has successfully baffled the keenest theological minds. If there is a connection, why has it gone
unnoticed for so long? Perhaps the answer lies in the fact that the symbolic meaning of the feast days
themselves are not widely understood.

Likethe Book of Revelation, the Holy Days picture God's great plan of salvation. Although recorded by men,
the content and order of both the holy feast days and the visions of the Revelation originated from God
himself. Thusitisconceivableandif fact quite probable, (if Godistheinspirer of Scripture) that thetwo are
interrelated. This study examines certain similarities between them and offers some suggestions for the
interpretation of Revelation based upon the knowledge gained from the study of the Feasts and the
relationship of their order to the Apocalypse.
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Preface

The concept of acorrelation between God's Holy Feast Days and the Book of the Revelation did not come
in asudden burst of inspiration, but began to take shape over along period of time. My first publication of
the correlation was through a series of diagrams with corresponding scripture verses. This prompted the
publication of a short 50 page booklet outlining the concept and was quickly compiled from my notes
relating to the topic. The booklet merely skimmed the surface of a subject which deserved a more
thorough study, but by introducing the concept it was hoped that otherswould delve deeper and, by further
research, understand more fully the hidden truths of God's Word.

I now set out to go slowly over each point, devoting more time for explanation and clarification. | do not
attempt to write as a scholar or theologian. Should | claim to draw my knowledge from the writings of
learned men and the study of theology | would quickly be exposed asafraud. | rely on the guidance of the
Holy Spirit, which is not to boastfully say that my words are "inspired”. | am indebted to the many good
referenceworksthat are available today and where these are used, acknowledgments are given. However,
the most important text that has been used as a resource is the Bible itself. Therefore the language and
content of this dissertation is deliberately set at alevel which is easily digestible by laymen like myself.

Thisbook is not an attempt to explain the Book of the Revelation or to interpret the prophesies contained
init. Unfortunately one cannot fully discussthe Apocalypse with any degree of freedom without creating
controversy. | therefore do not set out to be completely inoffensive to established beliefs be they
Amillennial, Premillennial, Postmillennial or whatever. Should | successfully prove the existence of a
correlation between God's holy feast days and the Book of the Revelation then each individual may
proceed to reconcile their doctrinal standpoint with the new found truths.

As suggested by its title, this booklet examines the correlation between the holy feast days which were
givento the Children of Israel (aslisted in Leviticus 23) and the visions of the Apostle John on theisland
of Patmos. Could it bethat within the typology of the ancient feast daysliesakey that unlocks some of the
hidden secrets of abook that for centuries has successfully baffled the keenest theological minds? If there
isaconnection, why hasit gone unnoticed for solong? Perhapsthe answer to that question liesin the fact
that the symbolic meanings of the feast days themselves are not widely understood. As we study and
discuss each of these feasts, | believe that their bearing on the plan of salvation and the manner of their
fulfilment will become self-evident.

Like the Book of Revelation, the Holy Days picture God's great plan to redeem His possession. The
overall theme of both the annual feasts and the Revelation of Jesus Christ isthat God will be reconciled to
His creation.

"For the earnest expectation of the creature waiteth for the manifestation of the sons of God. For
the creature was made subject to vanity, not willingly, but by reason of him who hath subjected the
same in hope, Because the creature itself also shall be delivered from the bondage of corruption
into the gloriousliberty of the children of God. For we know that the whol e creation groaneth and
travaileth in pain together until now. And not only they, but ourselves aso, which have the
firstfruits of the Spirit, even we oursel ves groan within oursel ves, waiting for the adoption, to wit,
the redemption of our body." Rom 8:19-23 (KJV)

Totheglory of the AlImighty God, the Holy Spirit revealed and recorded Hiswonderful promisein many
different ways: In the Adamic Covenant in the Garden of Eden, In therainbow covenant with Noah, inthe
covenant of promise to Abraham, in the covenant with Israel recorded by Moses at Mt Sinai, in the
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specifications of the tabernacle and temple, in the levitical feasts, in the visions of the prophet Daniel, in
the promise and advent of the Messiah, inthewords of our Saviour and the Apostles, and in the Revelation
to the Church recorded by the hand of the Apostle John at Patmos, to name a few.

The content and order of both the holy feast days and the visions of the Revelation originated from God
himself. It isconceivablethen andinfact quite probable, (if God isthe Author and Inspirer of Scripture)
that the two are interrelated. This study examines certain similarities between them and offers some
suggestions for the interpretation of Revelation based upon the knowledge gained from the study of the
Feasts and the relationship of their order to the Apocalypse.
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Introduction
The Fulfilment of the Law
The apostle Paul said,
" ... For indeed Christ, our Passover, was sacrificed for us." -- 1 Corinthians 5:7

By this statement Paul identifies Christ's death as the fulfilment of the sacrifice of the Paschal (Passover)
lamb. In the words of John the Baptist Jesus Christ is "the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the
world!" (John 1:29)

Thewriter of the Hebrews al so likened the work of the resurrected Christ to the work of the High Priest as
he performed the Day of Atonement rituals.

But Christ came as High Priest of the good things to come, with the greater and more perfect
tabernacle not made with hands, that is, not of this creation. Not with the blood of goats and
calves, but with His own blood He entered the Most Holy Place once for al, having obtained
eternal redemption. -- Hebrews 9:11-12

In Matthew's gospel, Christ clearly stated his intention to fulfil the Old Testament Law.

"Do not think that | came to destroy the Law or the Prophets. | did not come to destroy but to
fulfil. For assuredly, | say to you, till heaven and earth pass away, onejot or onetittle will by no
means pass from the law till al isfulfilled." -- Matthew 5:17-18

Jesus reference to his fulfilment of the Law can beinterpreted in several ways. But Christ'sintention to
fulfil the Law clearly includes the fulfilment of those types within the levitical law that pre-figured his
incarnation, death and resurrection. Paul and John's confessions confirm that the sacrificial passover lamb
was a"type" and that Chrigt, in dying asacrificial death, fulfilled this aspect of the Law. Thisfulfilment
was hot by coincidence. Thelaw did not evolve independently of God's plan of the salvation for mankind.

The annud rituals of the law were actually a symbolic and divinely choreographed enactment of the
redemption of God's people. In fact the existence of the nation of Israel and al the mgjor eventsin their
history made up a huge object lesson for the family of God in the later days. This truth is expressed in
Paul's first letter to the Corinthians chapter 10 and verses oneto eleven. Note especialy verse eleven.

Now all these things happened to them as examples, and they were written for our admonition,
upon whom the ends of the ages have come.  -- 1 Corinthians 10:11

Since these "things" happened for our admonition we should be careful to give them due consideration in
our study of the Bible. It isimportant that we familiarise oursel ves with the Old Testament examples of
God's dealings with the Children of Israel so that we may learn by them. Thisstudy of the Old Testament
should include the ancient rituals and ceremoniesthat may at first seem strange and irrelevant to us, butin
reality speak of Christ and hiswork as our Redeemer.
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An Overview of the Levitical Feasts

The three major festivals which are mentioned in Exodus 23 and Deuteronomy 16 are centred around
aspects of Israglite life and history.

Festival Related Event
Passover Freedom from Egypt (Deut 16:1)
Unleavened Bread The exodus from Egypt (Deut 16:3)
Pentecost End of the Barley Harvest
Tabernacles End of the fruit harvest in memorial of Israel’'s 40 year sojourn in
the desert (Ex 23:16 & Deut 16:13)

To these three mgjor feasts were added three more feastsin Leviticus chapter 23. No study of the feasts
can commence without first becoming fully conversant with thisimportant chapter. Rather than reproduce
this chapter here it would be advisable at this time to peruse this chapter in your own Bible. From
Leviticus 23 we note the ordination of seven feasts.

Feast

of Tishri

Occurrence Features
Sabbath Day Each Week Weekly not annual
Passover 14th day of Nisan/Abib
Unleavened Bread 15 Nisan/Abib to Sabbaths on the first and
21 Nisan/Abib seventh days
Firstfruits the day after the weekly always observed on held on
Sabbath during the Feast of the first day of the week *
Unleavened Bread
Feast of Weeks (Pentecost) The day after the seventh sabbath - always observed on
sabbath from firstfruits held on the first day of the
week *
Feast of Trumpets 1st day of Tishri sabbath
Day of Atonement 10th day of Tishri sabbath and fast
Feast of Tabernacles (Booths) 15th day of Tishri to 21st day sabbath on the first day of the

feast
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Eighth Day 22nd day of Tishri sabbath

* By Sadducean Reckoning
The Apostle Paul spoke of the levitical feastsin this way:

"So let no one judge you in food or in drink, or regarding afestival or a new moon or sabbaths,
which are a shadow of things to come, but the substanceis of Christ." -- Colossians 2:16-17

If the festivals and annual sabbaths are "a shadow of things to come" then their fulfilment must be still
future.

Did our Lord Jesus Christ fulfil al the law during hislife on earth some 2000 yearsago? Certainly Christ
fulfilled part of the Law, as we have seen in the fulfilment of the feast of the Passover.

According to His own words the Lord Jesus Christ must fulfil each of the levitical feasts, for they are an
integral part of the Law. What then do these feasts represent? What coming events could possibly
constitute the fulfilment of these holy festivals of God. Can we speculate or could it bethat their fulfilment
has been prophesied in the Scriptures? Many commentators have recognised Christ's fulfilment of some of
these feasts and some have alluded to His future fulfilment of the feast of Trumpets, The Day of
Atonement and the feast of Tabernacles.

Presuming that the Book of Revelation isabook of prophesy relating to future events, it followsthat there
will be arelationship between the fulfilment of the feasts and the prophesied events of the future.
It isto this relationship that we now turn our attention.

Christ the Passover

Asastarting point let usagain look at Christ asour Passover. The Passover feast isanatural starting point
asitisthefirst feast of the sacred calendar.

The Passover ceremony originated in Egypt where of children of Isragl wereliving in captivity under the
cruel hand of the Egyptian taskmaster.

Let's review the record from Exodus 12.

Now the LORD spoke to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, saying, " This month <shall be>
your beginning of months; it <shall be> the first month of the year to you. "Speak to all the
congregation of Isragl, saying: 'On the tenth <day> of this month every man shall take for himself
alamb, according to the house of <his> father, alamb for a household. ‘And if the household is
too small for the lamb, let him and his neighbour next to his house take <it> according to the
number of the persons; according to each man's need you shall make your count for the lamb.
'Y our lamb shall be without blemish, amale of thefirst year. Y ou may take <it> from the sheep or
from the goats. 'Now you shall keep it until the fourteenth day of the same month. Then thewhole
assembly of the congregation of Isragl shall kill it at twilight. 'And they shall take <some> of the
blood and put <it> on the two doorposts and on the lintel of the houses where they eat it. "Then
they shall eat the flesh on that night; roasted in fire, with unleavened bread <and> with bitter
<herbs>they shall eat it. 'Do hot eat it raw, nor boiled at all with water, but roasted infire; itshead
with itslegs and its entrails.
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'Y ou shall let none of it remain until morning, and what remains of it until morning you shall burn
with fire. '"And thus you shall eat it: <with> a belt on your waist, your sandals on your feet, and
your staff in your hand. So you shall eat it in haste. It <is> the Lord's Passover. 'For | will pass
through the land of Egypt on that night, and will strike all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both
man and beast; and against al the gods of Egypt | will executejudgment: | <am>the LORD. 'Now
the blood shall be asign for you on the houses where you <are>. And when | see the blood, | will
pass over you; and the plague shall not be on you to destroy <you> when | striketheland of Egypt.
'So this day shall be to you amemorial; and you shall keep it as afeast to the LORD throughout
your generations. Y ou shall keep it asafeast by an everlasting ordinance. 'Seven daysyou shall eat
unleavened bread. On the first day you shall remove leaven from your houses. For whoever eats
leavened bread from thefirst day until the seventh day, that person shall be cut off from Isragl. 'On
the first day <there shall be> a holy convocation, and on the seventh day there shall be a holy
convocation for you. No manner of work shall be done on them; but <that> which everyone must
eat; that only may be prepared by you. 'So you shall observe <the Feast of > Unleavened Bread, for
on this same day | will have brought your armies out of the land of Egypt. Therefore you shall
observethis day throughout your generations as an everlasting ordinance. 'In thefirst <month>, on
the fourteenth day of the month at evening, you shall eat unleavened bread, until the twenty-first
day of the month at evening. 'For seven days no leaven shall be found in your houses, since
whoever eats what isleavened, that same person shall be cut off from the congregation of Isradl,
whether <he is> a stranger or a native of the land. "Y ou shall eat nothing leavened; in al your
dwellingsyou shall eat unleavened bread.'" Then Mosescalled for al theeldersof Israel and said
to them, "Pick out and take lambsfor yourselves according to your families, and kill the Passover
<lamb>.

"And you shall take a bunch of hyssop, dip <it>in the blood that <is> in the basin, and strike the
lintel and the two doorposts with the blood that <is> in the basin. And none of you shall go out of
the door of hishouse until morning. "For the LORD will passthrough to strike the Egyptians; and
when He seesthe blood on the lintel and on the two doorposts, the LORD will pass over the door
and not allow the destroyer to come into your housesto strike <you>. "And you shall observethis
thing as an ordinance for you and your sons forever. "It will come to pass when you come to the
land which the LORD will giveyou, just asHe promised, that you shall keep thisservice. "And it
shall be, when your children say to you, 'What do you mean by thisservice? "that you shall say, "It
<is> the Passover sacrifice of the LORD, who passed over the houses of the children of Isragl in
Egypt when He struck the Egyptians and delivered our households.'" So the people bowed their
heads and worshiped. Then the children of Israel went away and did <so>; just asthe LORD had
commanded Moses and Aaron, so they did. And it cameto passat midnight that the LORD struck
al the firstborn in the land of Egypt, from the firstborn of Pharaoh who sat on his throne to the
firstborn of the captive who <was> in the dungeon, and all the firstborn of livestock. So Pharaoh
roseinthenight, he, al hisservants, and all the Egyptians; and therewas agreat cry in Egypt, for
<there was> not ahouse where <there was> not one dead. Then he called for Mosesand Aaron by
night, and said, "Rise, go out from among my people, both you and the children of Isragl. And go,
servethe LORD asyou have said. "Also take your flocks and your herds, asyou have said, and be
gone; and blessme also." And the Egyptians urged the people, that they might send them out of
the land in haste.

For they said, "We<shall> all <be>dead." So the peopletook their dough before it wasleavened,
having their kneading bowls bound up in their clothes on their shoulders. Now the children of
Israel had done according to the word of Moses, and they had asked from the Egyptians articles of
silver, articles of gold, and clothing. And the LORD had given the people favour inthe sight of the
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Egyptians, so that they granted them <what they requested>. Thusthey plundered the Egyptians.
Then the children of Israel journeyed from Ramesesto Succoth, about six hundred thousand men
on foot, besides children. A mixed multitude went up with them & so, and flocks and herds; agreat
deal of livestock. And they baked unleavened cakes of the dough which they had brought out of
Egypt; for it was not leavened, because they were driven out of Egypt and could not wait, nor had
they prepared provisions for themselves. Now the sojourn of the children of Israel who lived in
Egypt <was> four hundred and thirty years. And it cameto passat the end of the four hundred and
thirty years, on that very same day; it cameto passthat al the armies of the LORD went out from
theland of Egypt. It <is>anight of solemn observance to the LORD for bringing them out of the
land of Egypt. This<is>that night of the LORD, asolemn observancefor all the children of Isragl
throughout their generations. And the LORD said to Moses and Aaron, " This <is> the ordinance
of the Passover: No foreigner shall eat it. "But every man's servant who isbought for money, when
you have circumcised him, then he may eat it. "A sojourner and ahired servant shall not eat it. "In
one house it shall be eaten; you shall not carry any of the flesh outside the house, nor shall you
break one of its bones. "All the congregation of Israel shall keepit. "And when a stranger dwells
with you <and wants> to keep the Passover to the LORD, let all his males be circumcised, and
then let him come near and keep it; and he shall be as a native of the land. For no uncircumcised
person shall eat it. "One law shall be for the native-born and for the stranger who dwells among
you." Thusall the children of Israel did; asthe LORD commanded M oses and Aaron, so they did.
And it cameto pass, on that very sameday, that the LORD brought the children of Israel out of the
land of Egypt according to their armies.

Here we see the Children of Israel trapped in aland of slavery. Moses had failed to convince the reigning
Pharaoh to allow the Israglites to leave the land.
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Passover

The first of the Annual festivals of God is the Passover. Both the plan of salvation and the Book of
Revelation (written by John, circa90 A.D.) begin with avision of our Messiah and Redeemer, Jesus Christ.
The Apostle Paul says,

s For indeed Christ, our Passover, was sacrificed for us.  -- 1 Corinthians 5:7

Thedeath of the L ord Jesus Christ had been commemorated by the Passover sincethe Children of |sragl were
in bondagein Egypt. (circa 1463 B.C.)

'So this day shall be to you a memoria; and you shall keep it as a feast to the LORD throughout your
generations. You shal keep it asafeast by an everlasting ordinance.  -- Exodus 12:14

"It shal be asasign to you on your hand and asamemoria between your eyes, that the Lord'slaw may bein
your mouth; for with a strong hand the LORD has brought you out of Egypt. -- Exodus 13:9

According to the instructions given to Moses the Passover lamb was chosen on the 10th day of the month,
three days before it was sacrificed. Just as the Feast days start with the Passover so the plan of salvation
begins with the death of the Lamb of God. When John the Baptist said,

"Behold! The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of theworld!  -- John 1:29

he virtually proclaimed Christ as God's sacrificia Lamb some three and a half years before his death. The
timing of this announcement corresponds perfectly to the tenth day by the biblical 'day for year' reckoning.

John's gospel isthe only gospel which recordsthewords of John the Baptist heralding Christ asthe"Lamb of
God". Throughout the gospel of John we see severa references to Christ'slink with the Passover sacrifice.
(e.g. John 6:53-56) John'sgospel coversthelife of Christ from thetime of the declaration of Christ as God's
Lamb to Hissacrificial death and resurrection. Assuch, the former gospel writings of John complement the
later Apocalypse by giving afuller treatment to Christ's role as the Passover Lamb.

10



The Correlation Between the Holy Days and the Book of Revelation

The 7 days of Unleavened Bread

During the Exodus, the blood painted on the lintels of the | sraglites houses meant life for the |sradlite daves.
Every household under the canopy of the"blood of thelamb" was saved from death; yet they were till daves
of Pharaoh until the night that they marched out of Egypt, led by the mighty hand of Y ahweh. In the same
way, though justified by the sacrifice of Christ our Passover we are still in bondage to sin until we leave the
life of sin symbolised by Egypt.

Every person who isborninto spiritual bondage needsto heed Christ'scall to come out of davery tosin. The
Israelites heeded the call to leave Egypt. The Daysof Unleavened Bread begin after the Passover. Beforethe
daysof Unleavened Bread a search ismadeto rid thehome of leaven. Leaven (or yeast) isatypeof sin. The
seven days without leaven symbolise acomplete bresking from thelife of sin. A Christian cannot hold onto
sinful waysbut must actively (in Chrigt's strength) rid his'her life of those practices which do not please God.
Paul says,

Therefore purge out the old leaven, that you may be anew lump, since you truly are unleavened. For indeed
Christ, our Passover, was sacrificed for us. Thereforelet us keep the feast, not with old leaven, nor
with theleaven of malice and wickedness, but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. -1
Corinthians 5:7-8

It is important to understand this parallel between the keeping of the feast of Unleavened Bread and the
Christianwalk withtheLord. Read Ephesians4:17-32, 5:1-21 which emphasisesthe need toturnfromsin. It
isof vital importanceto realisethat any victory over sin cannot be accomplished except through the Spirit of
Christ living within.

Having seen the need to become "truly unleavened" on the persona level itisnot surprising to find that Lord
Almighty expectsthe same of hisfuture bride. The Church isthewholecompany of God'sredeemed people.
Paul says,

Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ aso loved the church and gave Himself for her, that He might
sanctify and cleanse her with the washing of water by theword, that He might present her to Himself
a glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle or any such thing, but that she should be holy and
without blemish.  -- Ephesians 5:25-27

The churches of God must strive to overcome al fase doctrine, idolatry, sexual immordity, lovel essness,
spiritua indifference and compromise. It isnot acoincidencethat there are seven days of Unleavened Bread
and seven letters to seven Revelation Churches each uncovering alittle "leaven” within each church and
encouraging these churches to endure and overcome?

11
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The Feast of First-fruits

The Wave Shedf

On the morrow after the sabbath the priest cut the wave sheaf that is a sheaf of the firgtfruits of the harvest.
What did the wave sheaf symbolise? Asstrange asit may seem the Isradlites who performed thisritual year
after year werenever told itsmeaning! Y et now in hindsight we can seeclearly. Christ became our Passover
Lamb by his death. If his death is pictured in the annua feasts of God surely his resurrection would be
symbolised also. The Bible says,

But now Christ is risen from the dead, and has become the firstfruits of those who have falen asleep. -- 1
Corinthians 15:20

Thewave sheaf picturesthefirstfruit of the harvest. Which harvest? The coming harvest of the souls of those
who havefallen adeep in Christ on that wonderful resurrection day of the Lord. Theresurrected Christ was
"waved" beforethe God asthefirstfruits of the divine harvest on "the morrow after the sabbath" when heleft
behind an empty tomb.

For asin Adam dl die, even so in Christ all shall be made dive. But each onein his own order: Christ the
firstfruits, afterward those who are Christ'sat Hiscoming. -- 1 Corinthians 15:22-23

The wave shedf is clearly symbolic of Chrigt, the firstfruits. Jesus himsalf stated that his resurrection was
prophesied in the Old Testament.

Then He said to them, "These are the words which | spoke to you while | was still with you, that al things
must be fulfilled which were written in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms
concerning Me." And He opened their understanding, that they might comprehend the Scriptures.
Then Hesaid to them, "Thusit iswritten, and thusit was necessary for the Christ to suffer andtorise
from the dead the third day, -- Luke 24:44-46

Paul was also aware of the Old Testament prophesies concerning the resurrection of Chrigt.

Then Paul, as his custom was, went in to them, and for three Sabbaths reasoned with them from the
Scriptures, explaining and demonstrating that the Christ had to suffer and rise again from the dead,
and saying, "This Jesuswhom | preach to you isthe Christ." -- Acts 17:2-23

Paul stated that Moses prophesied the suffering and resurrection of Chrigt.

"Therefore, having obtained help from God, to thisday | stand, witnessing both to small and great, saying no
other thingsthan those which the prophets and M oses said would come; that the Christ would suffer,
that Hewould bethefirst to rise from the dead, and would proclaim light to the Jewish peopleand to
the Gentiles" -- Acts 26:22-23

Where did M oses speak of the suffering and resurrection of Christ? Where doesthe Old Testament mention
the Messiah rising on thethird day? These questionsare answered in the study of thefeasts. Asthe Passover
Lamb the Lord Jesus Christ suffered and died, as the wavesheaf he rose victorioudly - the firstfruits of the
Heavenly harvest! Christ taught it, Paul taught it, and Peter taught it!

Peter preached at Pentecost,
"But those things which God foretold by the mouth of al His prophets, that the Christ would suffer, He has

12
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thusfulfilled. -- Acts3:18
"Yes, and all the prophets, from Samuel and those who follow, as many as have spoken, have also foretold
thesedays. -- Acts3:24

We cannot ignore the facts of Scripture!

We are made dive by the death of one person that is Jesus Christ. He alone is worthy. He alone could
redeem mankind. Whenever aperson redeems or buys back a piece of property there will awaysbe abill of
sde. With hisown blood the Lamb of God has redeemed mankind. And so in Revelation chapter 5 we see
the beautiful picture of the prophet John weeping because no one could be found who could open the scrall.
Then the Lamb of God our Redeemer isfound worthy. He can loosethe seals. He done can freeusfromsin
and death. Only he hasthe right to hold the "scroll of redemption”, the bill of sale for our freedom.

When Adam sold himself into davery heforsook all hisrightsand possessions. Only the kinsman Redeemer
can buy back what Adam lost. (Lev 25:47-52)

[For moreinsight into this wonderful truth read the beautiful story of Ruth]

The firstfruit of the Harvest has been waved before the Lord. Our salvation is nigh!

Seven Sabbathsto Pentecost

From the cutting of the wave sheaf to the completion of the harvest, signified by the day of Pentecost, seven
sabbaths must pass. The Isradlites were instructed to count seven weeks from the time of the cutting of the
wave sheaf. It isnecessary at this point of time to mention the manner of reckoning the Holy days. At the
time of Christ the way of reckoning the correct day of Pentecost was done by counting as the scripture says,

‘And you shall count for yourselvesfrom the day after the Sabbath, from the day that you brought the sheaf of
the wave offering: seven Sabbaths shall be completed. Count fifty daysto the day after the seventh
Sabbath; then you shall offer anew grain offering tothe LORD. -- Leviticus 23:15-16

Only one day of the week can be 'the day after the seventh sabbath'. We know that the Sabbath is Saturday.
Therefore Pentecost must lwaysfal on Sunday. The date will change, but the day will aways be Sunday.
Counting iscommenced from the day the wave sheef iscut. Thewave sheaf wasto be cut ontheday after the
Sabbath. Seven sabbaths were to be counted so that fifty days were completed from the wave offering to
Pentecost. If Pentecost fell on the same date each year then there would be no need to count the days. All
other holy daysfall on specific dates on the Jewish Calendar, but the day of Pentecost must be cal cul ated.

The Phariseesbelieved (erroneoudly) that theday of Pentecost should be calculated from the day after the First
Day of Unleavened Bread whichiscalled aholy convocation, in Lev 23, verse 7. However, the morrow after
the seventh sabbath must be Sunday, and if there are to be fifty days counted from the cutting of the wave
sheaf then the sabbath referred to is not the annual sabbath but a weekly sabbath i.e. Saturday.

Jesus called the Pharisees blind guides and blind leaders of the blind. Their reckonings were incorrect.

The seven sabbaths of the Feast of Weeks (Pentecost) were both aprogression intime and the compl etion of
atimeperiod, i.e. seven sevens. Itissignificant that the period was counted from the cutting of the sheaf and
continued through the completion of the grain harvest. Aswe have discussed, the waving of the firstfruits
sheaf, symbolised the resurrection of Christ. The completion of the grain harvest and the day of Pentecost
must therefore symbolise the day of the resurrection of his Church.

13
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But now Christ is risen from the dead, and has become the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. For
since by man came death, by Man aso came the resurrection of the dead. For asin Adam dl die, evensoin
Christ dl shall be made dive. But each onein hisown order: Christ the firstfruits, afterward those who are
Christ'sat Hiscoming. -- 1 Corinthians 15:20-23

It is not simply another coincidence that in the chronologica order of the feasts we have seven sabbaths to
complete before Pentecost and in the book of Revel ation we have seven sealson the scroll that the Lamb has
taken? But that's not all. Thereis aso another link between them.

Firstly, each sabbath, inits progression toward Pentecost can only comeinitsnumerical order. Likewisethe
seals are opened sequentially. Thefirst seal cannot precede the seventh. Thisimpliesaprogressionintime.
But what do the seals mean?

To understand the meaning of the sealswe must |ook to the scriptures, not to human wisdom. And our Lord
hasnot left usignorant. In Christ'sOlivet prophecy recorded in Matt 24 he explains the meaning of the seven
sedls.

Now as He sat on the Mount of Olives, the disciples cameto Him privately, saying, "Tell us, when will these
things be? And what will be the sign of Your coming, and of the end of the age?' And Jesus
answered and said to them: " Take heed that no one deceivesyou. "For many will comein My name,
saying, 'l amthe Christ,' and will deceive many. -- Matthew 24.3-5

TheFirst Sed

And | looked, and behold, awhite horse. He who sat on it had abow; and a crown was given to him, and he
went out conquering and to conquer.  -- Revelation 6:2

The white horse represents the conquering False prophets, those great deceivers who, as prophesied,
adulterated the purefaith and teachings of Christ. Fasedoctrineisto beintroduced inthe name of Chrigt, by
someone who has been given authority to do so. Although many interpretations can applied to who or what
thismay be, the obvious resemblance to Constantine the Great cannot beignored. By introducing freedom of
religion to the Roman Empirein 312 A.D., Constantine was hailed as the " Saviour of theworld" by church
leaders. However a the same time he was personally responsible for paganising the formerly persecuted
church. The subject iswell worth studying.

The Second Seal

Another horse, fiery red, went out. And it was granted to the one who sat on it to take peace from the earth,
and that people should kill one another; and therewasgivento himagreat sword. -- Revelaion 6:4

Thefiery red horse that would bring war and destruction was prophesied by Christ in Matt 24 verse 6.

"And you will hear of warsand rumours of wars. Seethat you are not troubled; for all these things must come
to pass, but the end is not yet.

Sincethefall of the Roman Empire the world has constantly been at war. During thefirst and second world
wars many thought that thetime of theend had come. Likewise many think that athird world war will signify
theend. But Jesusassuresus herethat the second seal doesnot signify theend. Thesealsare sequential. The
third, forth, and fifth etc. must follow before the end will come.
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The Third and Fourth Sedls

When He opened the third sedl, | heard the third living creature say, "Come and see." So | looked, and
behold, ablack horse, and he who sat on it had apair of scalesin hishand. And | heard avoicein
the midst of the four living creatures saying, "A quart of wheat for a denarius, and three quarts of
barley for a denarius, and do not harm the oil and the wine." When He opened the fourth sedl, |
heard the voice of thefourth living creature saying, "Comeand see." So| looked, and behold, apae
horse. And the name of him who sat on it was Death, and Hades followed with him. And power was
giventothemover afourth of the earth, to kill with sword, with hunger, with death, and by the beasts
of theearth. -- Revelation 6:5-8

Jesus said,
"For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. And there will be famines, pestilences,
and earthquakesin various places.  -- Matthew 24:7

Famine and scarcity alwaysfollowsin thewake of war. Jesusforetellsthat when nation rise up against nation
and kingdom againgt kingdom therewill befamines, pestilences, and earthquakesin variousplaces. Thethird
horseman heral ds famine and the fourth brings death. History records many such eventsincluding the great
bubonic plague of the Middle Agesand the great epidemics of small pox, typhoid not to mention thethreat of
the AIDS problem. It isevident that the four horseman have arrived. But again Christ adds,

"All these are the beginning of sorrows.  -- Matthew 24:8
The Fifth Seal

When He opened the fifth seal, | saw under the altar the souls of those who had been dain for the word of
God and for the testimony which they held. And they cried with aloud voice, saying, "How long, O
Lord, holy and true, until Y ou judge and avenge our blood on those who dwell on the earth?' -
Revelation 6:9-10

Jesus Christ continues his prophecy with predictions of widespread persecution of God's people.

"Then they will deliver you up to tribulation and kill you, and you will be hated by al nationsfor My name's
sake. And then many will be offended, will betray one another, and will hate one another. Then
many fa se prophetswill rise up and deceive many. And because lawlessnesswill abound, the love
of many will grow cold. But he who enduresto the end shall be saved. -- Matthew 24:9-13

He mentions again the presence of fal se prophets and grandi ose deception which impliesthat the persecution

will be rdigioudy orientated. The history books are full of grizzly accounts of large scale persecutions by

"false prophets’. The inquisitions and pogroms of the Dark Ages are very well documented.

"Then a white robe was given to each of them; and it was said to them that they should rest alittle while
longer, until both the number of their fellow servantsand their brethren, who would bekilled asthey
were, was completed.  -- Revelation 6:11

The fifth sedl is opened.

The Sixth Sedl
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I looked when He opened the sixth sedl, and behold, there was agreat earthquake; and the sun became black
as sackcloth of hair, and the moon became like blood. And the stars of heaven fell to the earth, asa
figtree dropsitslatefigswhenit is shaken by amighty wind. Thenthe sky receded asascroll when
it isrolled up, and every mountain and idand was moved out of itsplace. -- Revelation 6:12-14

In his Olivet prophecy, after referring to the times of persecution Jesus said,

"Immediately after thetribulation of those daysthe sun will be darkened, and the moon will not giveitslight;
the stars will fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavenswill be shaken. -- Matthew 24:29

Maybe we can expect to see a literal darkening of the sun and moon in fulfilment of this seal. However,
because (in the strictest literal sense of thisverse) itisaphysical impossibility for starsto fall to the earth, a
spiritual fulfilment cannot be ignored.

In the Bible, angels are often referred to as stars. If the starsfalling from heaven (Rev. 6:13) refer to angels
then thismay be areference (and achronological clue) to thewar in heaven mentioned in Revelation chapter
12 verse 7 where the armies of Satan are cast out of heaven. He was overcome by the faithfulness of the
martyrs. (Remember the fifth seal)

Then | heard aloud voice saying in heaven, "Now salvation, and strength, and the kingdom of our God, and
the power of His Christ have come, for the accuser of our brethren, who accused them before our
God day and night, has been cast down. "And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb and by
the word of their testimony, and they did not love their lives to the death. "Therefore rejoice, O
heavens, and you who dwell in them! Woe to the inhabitants of the earth and the seal For the devil
has come down to you, having great wrath, because he knows that he has a short time." -
Revelation 12:10-12

Compare the difference in the wording of this similar passage from Isaiah.
All the host of heaven shall be dissolved, And the heavens shall berolled up like ascroll; All their host shall
fall down Astheleaf falsfrom thevine, And asfruit falling from afigtree. -- Isaiah 34:4

The Seventh Sed

The seventh sedl isthe fina sabbath completed. His people no longer suffer.
R And God will wipe awvay every tear from their eyes." -- Rev 7:17

So we see that the sevens seals correspond to the seven weeks that precede Pentecost. The harvest is
completed.
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Two Wave L oaves
On the day of Pentecost two "wave loaves' were waved beforethe Lord. What is their significance?

The two loaves were the symbolic firstfruits of the Isradlite's harvest. At first glanceit may appear that this
ritual was repetitive of the wave sheaf offering. But there are significant differences.

After the grainis harvested it isthreshed. The process of beating the grain separates the seed from the husk.
The seed iskept but husk is blown away by thewind. Oncethe grainis separated from the husk it isground
with amillstoneto produce flour. Theflour ismixed with water and leaven and kneaded. Finally the dough
ismoulded into aloaf and then baked so that it retains the moul ded shape.

Now notice something startling about the loavesthat are offered. They areto be baked with leaven! Regular
grain offeringsare unleavened. Leavenisasymbol of sin. Theseloaves cannot symbolise Christ for hewas
sinless. It is obvious that the loaves, being the produce of the harvest of which Christ is the firstfruits,
symbolise the rest of Christ's brethren who are to be resurrected on the last day. (John 6:40) They areto be
waved before the Lord asthe firgtfruits of his harvest.

Of His own will He brought us forth by the word of truth, that we might be a kind of firgtfruits of His
crestures. -- James1:18

If there are two loaves, then two distinct groups must be pictured. The Day of Pentecost fifty days after the
resurrection of Christ was chosen by God to be the day on which his church was given the gift of the Holy
Spirit. The disciples gathered together on that day and received God's Holy Spirit. In his spirit they were
baptised. By his spirit they were sealed.

Now Hewho establishes uswith you in Christ and has anointed usis God, who a so has sealed us and given
usthe Spiritin our heartsasaguarantee. -- 2 Corinthians 1:21-22

In Him you also trusted, after you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation; in whom also, having
believed, you were sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise, -- Ephesians 1:13

And do not grievethe Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sed ed for the day of redemption. -- Ephesians
4:30

From that day of Pentecost onward, the Christian Church was united by the same Spirit into one body. Peter
sad,

But you are a chosen generation, a royd priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people, that you may
proclaim the praises of Himwho called you out of darknessinto Hismarvellouslight; -- 1 Peter 2:9

But thereisanother body of peopleincluding al the saintsand patriarchs who were united by God's covenants
and of whom he said
'‘And you shall beto Me akingdom of priestsand aholy nation.! -- Exodus 19:6

They were stoned, they were sawn in two, were tempted, were dain with the sword. They wandered about in
sheepskins and goatskins, being degtitute, afflicted, tormented; of whom the world was not worthy.
They wandered in deserts and mountains, in dens and caves of the earth. And all these, having
obtained a good testimony through faith, did not receive the promise, God having provided
something better for us, that they should not be made perfect apart fromus.  -- Hebrews 11:37-40
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Thetwo loaves are symbolic of two groups. Thosewho lived by faith before the incarnation of Christ, make
up thefirst group. They are of al thetribes of Isragl. Speaking of these righteous | sraglites Paul says,

For if the firgtfruit is holy, the lump is aso haly; and if the root is holy, so are the branches.  -- Romans
11:16

The second group is composed of all those who since Christ have lived through the tribul ation of thisworld
and have overcome.

Of His own will He brought us forth by the word of truth, that we might be a kind of firstfruits of His
creatures. -- James1:18

So we see both groups appropriately referred to as the "firgtfruits’. Now referring back to the Book of
Revelation chapter 7 we seein John's vision two groups. Oneismade up of Israglites and the other ismade
up of al nations tribes peoples and tongues standing before the throne of God. The connection is painfully
obvious. These are the wave loaves who are to be waved at the fulfilment of Pentecost.

Some may ask why are the tribes of Dan and Ephraim not mentioned here? The Scriptures tell us that the
tribes of Dan and Ephraim became idol worshippers.

Then the children of Dan set up for themselves the carved image; and Jonathan the son of Gershom, the son
of Manasseh, and hissonswere prieststo thetribe of Dan until theday of the captivity of theland. -
- Judges 18:30

The children of Ephraim, being armed and carrying bows, Turned back in the day of battle. They did not
keep the covenant of God; They refused towak in Hislaw, -- Psalms 78:9-10

For this reason they were cut off from the House of Isradl.

"And | will cast you out of My sight, as| have cast out all your brethren; the whole posterity of Ephraim.  --
Jeremiah 7:15

"Ephraimisjoinedtoidols, Let himaone. -- Hosea4:17

When Ephraim spoke, trembling, He exalted himself in Israel; But when he offended through Baal worship,
hedied. --Hoseal3:1

According to the Law any family or tribewho turned toidolsmust be cut off from I srael, and his name bl otted
out.

"0 that there may not be among you man or woman or family or tribe, whose heart turns away today fromthe
LORD our God, to go and serve the gods of these nations, and that there may not be among you a
root bearing bitterness or wormwood; -- Deuteronomy 29:18

"The LORD would not spare him; for then the anger of the LORD and Hisjeal ousy would burn against that
man, and every cursethat iswritten in this book would settle on him, and the LORD would blot out
his name from under heaven.  -- Deuteronomy 29:20
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The Feast of Trumpets

The next feast in the Holy Calendar (on thefirst day of the tenth month) isthe Feast of Trumpets. Itissurely
no coincidence that the next event in the Book of Revelation isthe blowing of Seven Trumpets.

The trumpet is used in scripture in conjunction with sounding a warning, the calling of an assembly,
announcing a battle, and with the Y ear of Jubilee.'

Before the people of Isragl could possess the land of Canaan God had to destroy seven nations.

"And when He had destroyed seven nations in the land of Canaan, He distributed their land to them by
alotment. -- Acts13:19

And Joshua said, "By this you shal know that the living God is among you, and that He will without fail
drive out from before you the Canaanites and the Hittites and the Hivites and the Perizzites and the
Girgashites and the Amorites and the Jebusites:  -- Joshua 3:10

Each of the seven trumpets represent a spiritual battle.

Notice how in some of these battlesonethird isaffected. e.g. Onethird of the grassisburned (Rev 8:7) One
third of the seais stricken. (Rev 8:8,9)

"And another sign appeared in heaven: behold, a gredt, fiery red dragon having seven heads and ten horns,
and seven diadems on his heads. Histail drew athird of the stars of heaven and threw them to the
earth. ......... -- Revelation 12:3-4

If Satan hasan army equal to onethird of the power of thearmies of God, then it could bethat in these battles
onethird is destroyed as Satan's armies retreat destroying what they can no longer hold.

The period of time over which these battlestake placeisnot stated. If thereis one battle trumpet blown onthe
day of Feast of Trumpets each year then this prophetic period could take seven yearsto transpire.

| broadly identify these battles asfollows:

1st Trumpet - The Battle of the Earth

2nd Trumpet - The Battle of the Seas

3rd Trumpet - The Battle of the Waters

4th Trumpet - The Battle of the Heavens

5th Trumpet - The Battle of the Spirits of Mankind
6th Trumpet - The Battle of the Souls of Mankind
7th Trumpet - the Battle of Death

For Hemust reign till He has put all enemiesunder Hisfeet. The last enemy that will be destroyed is death.
-- 1 Corinthians 15:25-26

Now take particular notice of what the Bible says about the trumpet,

"And Hewill send Hisangelswith agreat sound of atrumpet, and they will gather together Hiselect fromthe
four winds, from one end of heaven to theother. -- Matthew 24:31
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inamoment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be
raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. -- 1 Corinthians 15:52

For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangdl, and with the
trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will risefirst. -- 1 Thessaonians 4:16

Then the seventh angdl sounded: And therewereloud voicesin heaven, saying, "The kingdomsof thisworld
have becomethe kingdoms of our Lord and of His Christ, and He shall reign forever and ever!" And
the twenty-four elders who sat before God on their thrones fell on their faces and worshiped God,
saying: "We give Y ou thanks, O Lord God Almighty, The One who is and who was and who isto
come, Because Y ou have taken Y our great power and reigned. The nations were angry, and Y our
wrath has come, And the time of the dead, that they should be judged, And that Y ou should reward
Y our servants the prophets and the saints, And those who fear Y our name, small and great, And
should destroy those who destroy the earth."  -- Revelation 11:15-18
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The Time of Harvest and I ngathering

As much of the Holy Calendar is based on the yearly harvest cycle, it is appropriate to mention the second
yearly harvest. The harvest of grapes and the ingathering of fruit was at the end of the year and is distinct
from the barley harvest of the seventh month. The Feast of Tabernacles or Ingathering (exodus 34:22) was
celebrated after the ingathering was done. Since the time of the harvest is significant it must be understood
that fruit could ripen at the time of the Feast of Trumpets and continue through to the Day of Atonement but
completed before the Feast Tabernacles. A span of just fifteen days. Thereforeif thisharvestisportrayedin
oneof thevisionsinthe Book of Revelation it would be correctly placed immediately after the Trumpets. And
that it is.

Revelation chapter 14 tells of two harvests, one is areaping of the righteous to their reward and the other to
thegreat winepress of God'swrath. The harvest of therighteous corresponds with the sounding of the seventh
trumpet and the defeat of death. God's people, including those who deep in Chrigt, (1 Thess 4:16-17) are
gathered together to met the Lord in the air before the outpouring of God's wrath. They are seen in vision
standing on a sea of glass "waved" before God.

Thefirg isthe harvest of the righteous.

"Then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in heaven, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and
they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven with power and great glory. And He
will send Hisangel swith agreat sound of atrumpet, and they will gather together Hiselect fromthe
four winds, from one end of heaven to the other.  -- Matthew 24:30-31

The second harvest corresponds to the great battle of God Almighty described in Rev. ch 19. Thisisthe
harvest of thewicked, prophesied by the prophet Joel and referred to in the explanation of the harvest parable
by our Lord in Matthew's gospel.

"Assemble and come, all you nations, And gather together all around. Cause Y our mighty onesto go down
there, O LORD. "L et the nationsbe wakened, and come up to the Valley of Jehoshaphat; For therel
will sittojudgedl the surrounding nations. Put inthe sickle, for the harvest isripe. Come, go down;
For the winepressisfull, The vats overflow; For their wickednessisgreat." -- Joel 3:11-13

"Thefield isthe world, the good seeds are the sons of the kingdom, but the tares are the sons of the wicked
one. "The enemy who sowed them isthe devil, the harvest isthe end of the age, and the reapers are
the angels. "Therefore asthe tares are gathered and burned in thefire, so it will be a the end of this
age. "The Son of Man will send out His angels, and they will gather out of His kingdom all things
that offend, and those who practice lawlessness, "and will cast them into the furnace of fire. There
will bewailing and gnashing of teeth. "Then therighteouswill shineforth asthe sunin thekingdom
of their Father. He who has earsto hear, let him hear!  -- Matthew 13:38-43

"His winnowing fan is in His hand, and He will thoroughly clean out His threshing floor, and gather His
whest into the barn; but He will burn up the chaff with unquenchablefire” -- Matthew 3:12
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The Day of Atonement

Nine days after the feast of Trumpets on thetenth day of the seventh month isthe Day of Atonement. Every
fiftieth year the Day of Atonement wasespecially significant. That Y ear wastheyear of Jubilee. Slaveswere
freed in that year and land and possessions were returned to their original owners.

And you shall count seven sabbaths of yearsfor yoursdf, seven times seven years,; and the time of the seven
sabbaths of years shall beto you forty-nineyears. Then you shall cause the trumpet of the Jubileeto
sound on thetenth day of the seventh month; on the Day of Atonement you shall make the trumpet to
sound throughout all your land.  -- Leviticus 25:8-9

The Isradliteswere ingtructed to afflict their souls on the annual Day of Atonement. It wasaday of national
repentance and remorse.

The next event in the book of Revelation is the pouring out of the seven bowls of God's wrath.

After thesethings| looked, and behold, the temple of the tabernacle of the testimony in heaven was opened.
And out of the temple came the seven angel s having the seven plagues, clothed in pure bright linen,
and having their chests girded with golden bands. Then one of the four living creatures gaveto the
seven angels seven golden bowlsfull of thewrath of God who livesforever and ever. Thetemplewas
filled with smoke from the glory of God and from His power, and no onewas ableto enter thetemple
till the seven plagues of the seven angels were completed.  -- Revelation 15:5-8

It is now no surprise that this sceneis reminiscent of the tabernacle ceremonies on the Day of Atonement.
After filling the Holy Place with the smoke of incense, the High Priest " sprinkled” the mercy seat seventimes
to cleanseit.

No man was able to enter the tabernacle whilst the High priest made atonement for the Holy Place.
Atonement was necessary because the tabernacle of meeting sat in the midst of an uncleanland. It hadto be
sanctified by the ceremonia sprinkling of blood.

"And heshall put theincense on thefire beforethe LORD, that the cloud of incense may cover the mercy seat
that ison the Testimony, lest hedie. "He shall take some of the blood of the bull and sprinkleit with
hisfinger on the mercy seat on the east side; and before the mercy seat he shall sprinkle some of the
blood with his finger seven times. "Then he shall kill the goat of the sin offering, which is for the
people, bring its blood inside the veil, do with that blood as he did with the blood of the bull, and
sprinkle it on the mercy seat and before the mercy seat. "So he shall make atonement for the Holy
Place, because of the uncleanness of the children of Israel, and because of their transgressions, for all
their sins; and so he shall do for the tabernacle of meeting which remainsamong them in the midst of
their uncleanness. " Thereshall beno man in thetaber nacle of meeting when hegoesin tomake
atonement in the Holy Place, until he comes out, that he may make atonement for himself, for his
household, and for al the assembly of Isragl.  -- Leviticus 16:13-17

In the same way God must cleanse the earth by the outpouring of the seven bowls of hiswrath. Atonement
must be made for the earth.

Thetemplewasfilled with smokefrom the glory of God and from Hispower, and no onewasableto
enter thetempletill the seven plagues of the seven angelswere completed.  -- Revelation 15:8
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But despite the terrible plagues meeted out, the people of the earth are not repentant.

They blasphemed the God of heaven because of their painsand their sores, and did not repent of their deeds.
-- Revelation 16:11

Indeed, how could they experience true repentance which only comes by the grace of God through the power
of His Spirit whom they have spurned. Notice that during the account of the pouring out of the seven bowls
of God'swrath, thereisno mention of the people of God. Where are the people of God? They arethewheat
that has been harvested and gathered into the "barn” of God's Kingdom.

Thenthefifth angel poured out hisbowl! on the throne of the beast, and hiskingdom becamefull of darkness;
and they gnawed their tongues because of the pain.  -- Revelation 16:10

Notice the phrase "the throne of the beast, and his kingdom", implying that Christ has indeed at this time
established his eternal throne and glorious Kingdom.

When the seventh bowl is poured out, Babylon isjudged.

Then the seventh angel poured out his bowl into the air, and aloud voice came out of the temple of heaven,
fromthethrone, saying, "Itisdone!" And there were noises and thunderings and lightnings; and there
was agreat earthquake, such amighty and great earthquake as had not occurred since men were on
the earth. Now the great city was divided into three parts, and the cities of the nationsfell. And great
Babylon was remembered before God, to give her the cup of thewine of the fierceness of Hiswrath.

-- Revelation 16:17-19

Then one of the seven angelswho had the seven bowls came and talked with me, saying to me, "Come, | will
show you the judgment of the great harlot who sits on man waters, with whom the kings of the earth
committed fornication, and the inhabitants of the earth were made drunk with the wine of her
fornication." -- Revelation 17:1-2

"And in her was found the blood of prophets and saints, and of al who were dain on the earth."  --
Revelation 18:24

"For true and righteous are His judgments, because He has judged the great harlot who corrupted the earth
with her fornication; and He has avenged on her the blood of His servants shed by her." -
Revelation 19:2

In order to cleanse and make atonement for the Most Holy Place, the Tabernacle of Meeting, andthe Altar on
the Day of Atonement, some of the blood of the goat selected for the Lord was sprinkled as a sign of
cleansing. On the Altar the blood was sprinkled seven times. The blood of the Lord's goat symbolising the
sacrifice of Jesus Christ cleanses usfrom al sin. He tasted death for us, taking the penalty for our sin upon
himsalf so that we will not face judgement.

"Most assuredly, | say to you, he who hears My word and believesin Him who sent Me has everlasting life,
and shall not come into judgment, but has passed from death into life.  -- John 5:24

It isimportant to remember that the regular sin offering was for the atonement of persona sin. (Leviticus4)
The Day of Atonement was for the atonement of Isragl's corporate sins committed in ignorance.

But into the second part the high priest went alone once a year, not without blood, which he offered for
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himself and for the peopl€'s sins committed inignorance; -- Hebrews 9:7

Chrig's sacrifice atones for the sins that we may commit inignorance. The goat that waskilled for the Lord
represents that sacrifice, the shedding of his blood for the remission of our sin. The goat that was led away
into the desert symbolises the entire removal of the defilement of sin from the tabernacle.

By removing the defilement of sin from the Most Holy Place, the Tabernacle and the Altar, the process of
cleansing was completed. Note well, that the ceremony of the goat led away pictured the removal of the
defilement of sin from the Most Holy Placethe Tabernacle of Meeting and the Altar not the atonement for
that sin.

The believer can rest securely in the promise that our sins, once forgiven are removed from us as far asthe
east isfrom the west.

Asfar asthe east isfrom the west, So far has He removed our transgressionsfrom us.  -- Psalms 103:12

The unbdlieving and unrepentant however do not enjoy this privilege. They will be judged. Rather than
recelving Chrigt's atonement they are recipients of God's judgement.

The outpouring of the seven bowls of God'swrath literally cleanses and makes atonement for the earth (not
the people) defiled by man's sin. The Earth is the true Altar of God. God could not sacrifice his Son on
anything but thetrue Altar of Heavenly Tabernacle. Christ'sblood was shed on Calvary and poured out upon
theearth. The cleansing of the tabernacle atar was accomplished by the sprinkling of the blood seven times.
The number seven signifies the completeness. The cleansing is compl ete after the seventh sprinkling.

Itisclear from this study, that the seven sprinklings of blood which cleansed the brazen atar, correspond to
the seven bowls of God'swrath. At the pouring out of the seventh and final bowl of God'swrath the earthis
cleansed of Babylon, the deceiver and corrupter of the world. (Rev. 18:23, 19:2)

The outpouring of God'swrath culminatesin the battle of that great day of God Almighty. The Lord Jesus,
King of Kingsappearsriding awhite horse, treading the winepressof God'swrath outsdethecity. (Rev 14:20
19:15)

Who is this who comes from Edom, With dyed garments from Bozrah, This One who is glorious in His
apparel, Travellingin the greatness of Hisstrength?, "I who speak in righteousness, mighty to save.”
Why isY our apparel red, And Y our garmentslike onewho treadsin thewinepress? "I havetrodden
the winepress alone, And from the peoples no one was with Me. For | have trodden them in My
anger, And trampled them in My fury; Their blood is sprinkled upon My garments, And | have
stained al My robes. For the day of vengeanceisin My heart, And the year of My redeemed has
come. --lsaiah63:1-4

Thisisthe great Jubilee year, the day of reckoning for thearmies of Satan. Theday of justicehascome. The
Beast and the False Prophet are cast alive into the Lake of Fire. Satan is bound with agreat chain and cast
into the Bottomless Pit for one thousand years. Sin's defilement is removed from the earth.

Then | saw an angel coming down from heaven, having the key to the bottomless pit and agreat chainin his
hand. Helaid hold of thedragon, that serpent of old, who isthe Devil and Satan, and bound him for
athousand years, and he cast himinto the bottomless pit, and shut him up, and set aseal on him, so
that he should deceive the nations no more till the thousand years were finished. But after these
things he must be released for alittlewhile.  -- Revelation 20:1-3
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The Feast of Tabernacles

"Speak to the children of Isragl, saying: 'The fifteenth day of this seventh month shall be the Feast of
Tabernaclesfor seven daystothe LORD. -- Leviticus 23:34

'Also on the fifteenth day of the seventh month, when you have gathered in the fruit of the land, you shall
keep the feast of the LORD for seven days; on the first day there shall be a sabbath-rest, and onthe
eighth day a sabbath-rest. And you shall take for yourselves on the first day the fruit of beautiful
trees, branches of pam trees, the boughs of leafy trees, and willows of the brook; and you shall
rejoice before the LORD your God for seven days.  -- Leviticus 23:39-40

Thisfeast held ashort five days after the Day of Atonement isawonderful season of rejoicing and celebration
to the people of God. Thefirst and last days were sabbath days. (These were not weekly sabbaths)

'"You shall dwell in booths for seven days. All who are native Israglites shall dwell in booths, that your
generationsmay know that | made the children of Isragl dwell in boothswhen | brought them out of
the land of Egypt: | am the LORD your God.' " -- Leviticus 23:42-43

The feast reminded the Israglite people of the temporary dwellings that their forefathers lived in after their
exodusfrom Egypt. Paul referred to hisbody asatabernacle or temporary dwelling, and we arereminded that
in God's plan of salvation wetoo livein atemporary dwelling until our resurrection. We are aso reminded,
that the earth itsdlf is atemporary dwelling-place. Although the kingdom of God is established at Chrigt's
return, we are told of anew heaven and anew earth. Scriptures tells usthat after the first resurrection, one
thousand years will pass before the formation of this new heaven and new earth.

Blessed and holy is he who has part in the first resurrection. Over such the second death has no power, but
they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with Him athousand years. -- Revelation
20:6

The seven days of regjoicing during the Feast of Tabernaclesis a picture of the blessing and the joy of the
God's faithful asthey live and reign with Christ for one thousand yearsin his Kingdom.
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The Last Great Day

Thelast great day or the eighth day ispart of the Feast of Tabernacles. Y et Leviticus 23:34 saysthat thefeast
lasts for seven days not eight.

‘The fifteenth day of this seventh month shall be the Feast of Tabernaclesfor seven daystothe LORD. --
Leviticus 23:34

The eighth day therefore, can be seen as another feast. The Children of Isragl lived in tabernacles until they
entered the Promised Land, aland flowing with milk and honey. The feast of Tabernaclesonly required the
people of Isradl to livein boothsfor seven days. The eighth day then (a sabbath), can be seen asamemoria
of the Children of Isragl's entering into the Promised Land. It pictures God's called chosen and faithful
entering into their fina home, the new heaven and new earth, and the new Jerusalem.

Onthelast day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried out, saying, "If anyonethirsts, let him come
to Meand drink. "Hewho believesin Me, asthe Scripture has said, out of hisheart will flow rivers
of living water." But this He spoke concerning the Spirit, whom those believing in Him would
receive; for the Holy Spirit was not yet given, because Jesuswas not yet glorified. -- John 7:37-39

It isno surprise that Christ referred to th
isriver of living water onthismost significant day. In hisrevelation, Christ speaksagain of theliving water in
the prophetic fulfilment of that day.

And he showed meapureriver of water of life, clear ascrystal, proceeding from the throne of God and of the
Lamb. In the middle of its street, and on either side of the river, was the tree of life, which bore
twelvefruits, each tree yielding itsfruit every month. The leaves of the tree were for the healing of
the nations. And there shall be no more curse, but the throne of God and of the Lamb shall beinit,
and His servants shall serve Him. They shall see Hisface, and His name shall be on their foreheads.
There shall be no night there: They need no lamp nor light of the sun, for the Lord God gives them
light. And they shall reign forever and ever. -- Revelation 22:1-5
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Conclusion

After examining the many parallels between the Holy Days and theBook of Revelation one cannot deny that a
relationship exists between them. More importantly, the glorious plan of salvation can be seen in both the
Holy Day Feasts and the Book of Revelation.

In examining thiscorrelation, certain controversial points have ddliberately been avoided. Thiswas necessary
because of the difficulty in establishing and proving certain points on the basis of the correlation aone. The
purpose of thisstudy isto introduce the correlation without becoming entangled in thefiner pointsof biblical
interpretation.

The correlation is alaunching point for further study on these subjects. It is published in order to provoke
further prayerful study, not to tie up al the loose ends. However, by using this study a number of
comprehensi ble themesemerge from the enigmatic writings of the Apostle. Furthermorealogica sequence of
events begins to take shape. In this respect the correlation is a useful key which may unlock some of the
mysteries of the Revelation and open the understanding to God's wonderful plan for mankind.
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